AAR – A beautiful skyline

By writing this AAR of the Dec 16 GT’s I’m hoping for feedback both on how rules are interpreted and if there is any obvious misunderstandings in how the rules are understood. I’m also trying to figure out and test some basic strategies. 
English is not may native language (Norwegian) so I’m sorry if there are to many spelling mistakes or poor wording. 
If the text in some of the illustrations or images are impossible to read you might try to use the zooming tool in word.
Overall plan - first 24 hours.
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Overall plan (situation after Predawn movement)
A) Secure crossing at Binsfeld as an alternative route for 2Pz xx across Clerf. 

Binsfeld (location) is of importance because of the trail bridge that is present here. Crossing a stream on a trail bridge does not require a bridge-collapse check for Medium Panzers. If Clervaux is heavily defended this might be a second approach for 2Pz xx across Clerf and a possible route for flanking Clervaux without crossing Clerf (Minor river) at a trail-bridge (which is subject to the “bridge collapse check”). This objective is given to the “Leg-units” of 2 Pz xx which is able to wade across the Our before the bridge at Dasburg is deployed.
B) Initiate assaults on Clervaux. 

It is imperative to open a direct attack route from Dasburg towards Clervaux. The infantry elements of 2Pz xx is bypassing Marnach and leaves this objective to the big Panzers. This decision could cause delays to the 2Pz xx advance because the leading armor may first cross Our at Dasburg when the bridge are completed, earliest at Dec 16 PM, but most likely at Dec 16 Night, which means that the attack on Marnach is initiated earliest at Dec 16 PM, but most likely at Dec 16 Night. In that case the main attack on Clervaux not will be initiated until Dec 17AM at the best. According to the main plan Clervaux should be cleared of enemies before Dec 17 PM. If 2Pz xx fail to achieve the Marnach-objective in their first attempt, 2 Pzr xx might be facing some annoying delays to their tight schedule. After Marnach the build-up and assault on Clervaux will be started without delays.
C) Establish bridgehead at Drauffelt. 
77/26VG and 78/26VG with Kunkel recon. are assigned the task to cross Clerf at Drauffelt and hold on to it until Pz Lehr arrives during the next day. A roadblock at Hosingen is the first obstacle to be dealt with. By taking Hosingen the Skyline drive is opened and that gives better room for maneuver on the north-south axis as well as it opens a passage for 26VG towards the bridge at Drauffelt. If everything goes as planned, Drauffelt should be taken during the night or next morning.
D) Secure a Clerf crossing southeast of Kautenbach 
Securing Kautenbach will give PzLehr (not the Medium armor, only lighthter equipment due to the trail-bridges) a secure crossing of Clerf. This crossing opens a second attack route for PzLehr towards Wiltz and a route for 5FsJ in their drive for Sibret. This task is given to 26VG/39 Regt.

Dec 16 Predawn

Overview

The Predawn turn has it’s special Sequence of Play and some Dec 16 special rules. I will try to point out this special rules when they are used. There is no Mode-determination Phase in the Predawn turn, but the only units that are able to move are those in PA-mode so there has to be some kind of mode determination afterall. I use the Movement phase to place eligible units in PA-mode. 

Below is the rule that defines PA eligible units as written in the rulebook and on Consimworld (post 506).

GE MOVEMENT RESTRICTIONS ON DEC 16 SURPRISE TURN (CSW 506)

- All GE attack-capable Leg and Eng units on the front line or directly behind it, may be put into PA mode (allows PA movement)

Note:  

- Units may ignore the minor river for movement purposes (not combat). 

- Units that move in this fashion don’t have to end next to an enemy unit. 

- When all movement and barrages are finished units in PA mode will have to assault if they are adjacent to enemy units.

German Movement Phase

· Holt II/2 Mot Inf. is already broken down and dismounted from their vehicles when the Predawn turn starts. Holt II Inf Co’s are ordered to move towards Heinerscheid. The units enter PA-mode and moves from 4213 – 4212. The assault on Fischbach is scheduled to start at Dec 16 AM.

Later it appeared to me that this move actuallywas illegal due to constricted terrain in 4212 (stacking restrictions) which resulted in a weaker attacking force when the attack at Fischbach was initiated.

· Gutt I/2 Mot Inf Bn enter PA-mode and moves to 4311, also towards Heinerscheid. The Bn will breakdown, dismount and initiate attacks on Heinerscheid at Dec 16 PM.

· 26VG/39 Regt. is moving towards Kautenbach with orders to secure the bridges across Clerf. The first obstacle they ran into was the roadblock in Waller-Les-Putscheid. The 39 Regt. is building up for a predawn assault on the entrenched Inf Co in Waller-Les-Putscheid.

· I/39 don’t move, but enters PA

· II/39 enters PA and join I/39 in 4318

· 26VG Regt’s 77 and 78 first task is to clear Hosingen. Attack is scheduled to start at Dec 16 PM. The assaulting regiments will have Kunkel’s Rec. Bn in reserve. The units are forming up for the attack by the following moves:

· I/77 enters PA and crosses Our from 4414 to 4314 (Rodershausen).

· II/77 enters PA and moves to Rodershausen (4315 – 4314).

· II/78 enters PA and moves across Our from 4515 – 4416.

· I/78 enters PA and moves from4515 – 4415. The Bn will be ferried aross the Our in the morning by the 26 Eng Co of 26VG.

· Kunkel Rec. Bn enters PA and moves across Our from 4516 – 4416.
· 5th FsJ/14 Regt is somewhat on a mission on their own. They are attached to the 26 VG (for this scenario) and their main task is to block US reinforcements arriving from southern areas west of Bastogne. The Regt. will move as fast as possible towards Sibret and establish a defensive line in the Sibret area blocking the roads leading south where the expected US reinforcements will arrive. This task will give the Fallschirmjaegers a very difficult supply situation but that has to be solved later on. The first encountered obstacle is a roadblock southwest of Budweis which has to be eliminated.

· I/14 enter PA and moves into Budweis

· III/14 enters PA and takes up position northwest of Budweis (4619 – 4519). The Bn’s may not stack together in 4620 because of the constricted terrain.

· Eng Co (48) joins III/14 in 4519 (stacking limit in constricted terrain is max 2 units  with only one of them being Bn sized). 

· II/14 enters PA and moves from 4518 – 4419. The Vantage Point northeast of Putscheid is a perfect position to spot for the potential artillery barrages.

German Combat Phase

US Barrage Segment

687 FA/VIII Corps and 109/28 Inf Div will combine into one barrage against the 39 Regt/26 VG northwest of Waller-Les-Pustscheid. Observer is the entrenched Inf Co in Waller-Les-Putscheid. 39 Regt. is the only observed target within range of both artillery Bn’s. The observing unit is an entrenched breakdown unit and under normal circumstances it would be allowed to call down an unlimited number of artillery Bns. Because this is the Predawn turn the Inf Co can only call down 2 Bns if in Fieldwork and 1 Bn if not in Fieldwork. This means that combining the two artillery Bns is legitimate. The barrage had no effect and there is no Ammo Depletion on Dec 16 Predawn. See Dec 16 Predawn Barrage Report no. 1 for further details.

GE Barrage Segment

On the predawn turn all GE barrages are unobserved (-4 drm) and most of the US units within range are entrenched (-4 drm). Possible observer units may only call for one artillery Bn within their limits. This makes the Predawn artillery barrages pretty much useless. There are no GE barrages performed on the Predawn turn.

GE GA Segment

There will be performed two GE assaults on the Predawn turn. The 39 Regt. against Inf Co in Waller-Les-Putscheid and I/14 Bn together with III/14 Bn of 5th FsJ against Inf Co north of Walsdorf.

· Elements of 14th FsJ Regt. supported by one Eng Co against Inf Co in 4520 (North of Walsdorf). The defender suffered 1 discretionary and 1 mandatory hit, the assault had no effect on the attacker. The GE assault was a success. The Inf Co was eliminated and the entrenchment removed. All attackers advance into the abandoned hex and continued into 4420. The loss obligation was 1(1) which means the attacker can advance into the assaulted hex and continue one hex further. In this GA it was Leg units in PA-mode which means they have an max advance length of two hexes. The FsJ have started their advance towards Sibret. See Dec 16 Predawn GA report no. 1 for further details.
· 39/26VG against the entrenched Inf Co in Waller-Les-Putscheid. This was another successful assault. The US Inf Co is eliminated (GAT result 1(1)) which means a 2 hex advance for the 39/26VG. The 39th Regt. advances into the abandoned hex of Waller-Les-Putscheid and one hex further south along the trail into 4220. See Dec 16 Predawn GA report no. 2 for further details.
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Situation after battles

Both 39 Regt. of 26VG and 14th FsJ Regt. has eliminated their opposing enemies and are heading towards their objectives. The 687FA is not yet activated so the 39th Regt. has the bridges at Kautenbach within their grasp in the morning.

This concludes the Dec 16 Predawn turn. Fire Mission Reports and Battle Reports follows on the next pages.

Situation after Dec 16 Predawn [image: image3.jpg]
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														1				2				3				4				5				6

						1				Turn (Date and AM/PM/Night/Ext. N)				Predawn				Predawn

						2				Active Player				German				German

		AAR				3				Defending hex Id				4520				4219

						4				Map location (Name of City, Town, Village, Location)				Walsdorf (N)				Waller-Les-P.

		Terrain				5		[11.3.1]		Defending terrain [11.3.1] (if multi-terrain, favour defender)				Woods				Rough/Location

								Rule						Att.		Def.		Att.		Def.		Att.		Def.		Att.		Def.		Att.		Def.		Att.		Def.

		Assault value		Strength		6				Armor standoff [10.5.4] (Strength x 0,5, no Armor Bonus)				-		-		-		-

						7				Initial strength				11		2		12		2

						8				Adjusted strength (Due to terrain, hexsides and unit status)				11		2		12		2

						9		[11.2.2]		Initial assault value [11.2.2] (Odds)				5:1				6:1

		Die Roll Modifiers		PR Bonus		10				Lead unit Id for PR-rating [10.2.0/10.3.2]		Att:		I/14				II/39

						11				(This att/def unit looses first step if no Armor/AT)		Def:		InfCo(27)				Inf Co

						12				PR from lead unit (+2 if def. In Fort, Max 9)				6		6		7		6

						13				Player with superiority: PR = Diff. x 5				0		0		+5

				CRB		14				Number of qualified units				0		0		0		0

						15				Both players: CR = each  qual. unit x 5				0		0		0		0

				RIB		16				Number of qualified units				0		0		1		0

						17				Both players: RIB = each qual. unit beyond the first x 5				0		0		+5		0

				Armor/AT Bonus		18				Unit used armor in GA		Att:

						19				(This att/def unit must take first step loss)		Def:

						20				Initial armor

						21				Initial AT

						22				Terrain modifiers (Never < 50% due to only terrain or IP/ET)

						23				Final Armor/AT

						24				Armor/AT Bonus (Armor/AT = diff. X 10)

						25				Adjustment for Min/Max rules (Night/Forest etc)

						26				Final Armor/AT Bonus (Att. Max 40/Def. Max 10)

						27				Att./Def. Total DRM = (13+15+17+26)				0		0		+10		0

						28				(Final DRM = 27A+27D) (Max +/- 45)				0				+10

		Combat shifts		Defender		29				Def. in West Wall hex		3L				-				-

						30				Def. In ET [16.1.2] (Not if overrun)		2L				2L				2L

						31				Def. IP [16.1.2] (Not if overrun)		1L				-				-

						32				Def. In Vantage Point		1L				1L				-

						33				Night attack		1L				-				-

						34				Att. In Exploit. Mode (Overrun)		1L				-				-

						35				Attack on Soft Ground		1L				-				-

						36				Attack across bridge hexside (max 1 unit)		1L				-				-

				Attacker		37				Attacker in PA-mode		1R		1R				1R

						38				Engineer vs IP/ET/Populated [10.7.0]		1(2)R		1R				-

						39				Attacker eligible for MR-Bonus		1R		-				-

						40				Defender in Strat. Mode		2R		-				-

						41				Defender in Exploit Mode		1R		-				-

						42				Defender in Combat Reserve Mode		1R		-				-

						43				DEC 16 GE (Exc. US 4th Inf) [Scen. Special Rule]		1R		1R				1R

				Both		44				Artillery Shifts		1X		-		-		-		-

						45				Opponent overstacked		1X		-		-		-		-

						46				All opponent units are OOS		1X		-		-		-		-

						47				Opponent Div HQ moved > 6 MP		1X		-		-		-		-

						48				Active Leader (Leader influence table)		1X		-		-		-		-

						49				Army/Corps Leader (Leader influence table)		1X		-		-		-		-

						50				Net Shifts (att. shift cancel def. shift or vice versa)				0				0

		Assault result		Die roll		51				Die Roll (Att and Def double = RANDOM EVENT)				56		89		21		64

						52				Modified Die Roll (42+20) or (42-20)				56		89		31		74

						53				GAT Result				-		1(1)				1(1)

				PR		54				Proficiency Check dr				-		-		-		-

						55				Proficiency Check Result (Fail/OK)				-		-		-		-

						56				GAT Result after PR Check				-		1(1)		-		1(1)



Date and time when the assault took place. This is only for the AAR.

German if German player turn or Allied if Allied player turn

Hex id of defending hex.

If assault take place in a named hex write the name of the location.

Terrain in defender hex. Used on the GAT when resolving the assault.

If attacker or defender chooses armor standoff write Yes or No in the corresponding cell




